
GOAL Understanding the inquiry process

OBJECTIVES Participants will:
• Become familiar with the process of inquiry

• Discuss instructional strategies to engage students with the inquiry
process

MATERIALS Materials/Resources Using Primary Sources in the Classroom

Stripling, Barbara K. "Inquiry: Inquiring Minds Want to Know." School
Library Media Activities Monthly 25, no. 1(September 2008): 50-52

Stripling, Barbara K. “Inquiry-Based Learning.” Curriculum
Connections through the Library, edited by Barbara K. Stripling and
Sandra Hughes-Hassell, 3-39. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited,
2003.

Graphic of the Stripling Model of Inquiry

PREPARATION Read and understand the following materials:

• Stripling, Barbara K. “Inquiry-Based Learning.” Curriculum
Connections through the Library, edited by Barbara K. Stripling and
Sandra Hughes-Hassell, 3-39. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited,
2003.

• Stripling, Barbara K. "Inquiry: Inquiring Minds Want to Know."
School Library Media Activities Monthly 25, no. 1(September 2008):
50-52

Prepare for display:

• Graphic of the Stripling Model of Inquiry

Have flip chart and marker ready.

PROCEDURE
1. Have participants divide into groups (ideally no more than four

groups).

2. Have the groups brainstorm how to answer: "What is inquiry
learning?" Explain that they will be reporting back to the group.
Give them approximately 10 minutes to discuss.

Time Required

45 minutes

Standards

AASL 1.1
AASL 2.1
AASL 2.3
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3. As groups report, the facilitator records main ideas on a flip chart
at the front of the room.

4. After brainstorming, present the inquiry model by Barbara Stripling
as referenced in "Inquiry Based Learning." It may be helpful to
display the graphic of the Stripling Model of Inquiry.

5. With all of the participants, brainstorm instructional strategies
educators may use for inquiry learning. Write main ideas on
flipchart.

6. Distribute copies of "Inquiry: Inquiring Minds Want to Know."

7. On their own time, participants should read pages 50-52 and write
a one page reflection on how they might incorporate the inquiry
process into their own instructional practices.

ASSESSMENT Each participant will write a one page reflection on ways to incorporate
the inquiry process into his or her instructional practices.
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There are 3 resources for this activity...

Stripling, Barbara K. "Inquiry: Inquiring Minds Want to Know." School Library
Media Activities Monthly 25, no. 1(September 2008): 50-52
School Library Media Activities Monthly 25, no. 1(September 2008): 50-52
(4 pages)

Stripling, Barbara K. “Inquiry-Based Learning.” Curriculum Connections through
the Library, edited by Barbara K. Stripling and Sandra Hughes-Hassell, 3-39.
Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2003.
In Curriculum Connections through the Library, edited by Barbara K. Stripling and
Sandra Hughes-Hassell, 3-39. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2003.
(21 pages)

Graphic of the Stripling Model of Inquiry
A visual representation of the inquiry process
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